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U.5. Department of Agriculture Florida State Marketing
Production & Marketing Admin, Bureau cooperating
grgith& Veggggble Branch BRIEF_SUMMARY OF SQUTH FLORIDA geff Lg?ed oa%1 (d
€ one IR - ) elle Glade orida
° TCMATO SEASON OF 194950  Wednesday, fay 17, 1950

The grincigal late fall tomato producing areas are the Ft. Pierce and the Manatee-
uskin Sections. Some acreaso is planted in_the Immokalee-Felda Section as well.
his season an estimated &,000 acres wgrglplanted in Florids with 5,000 of these

acres in the Ft. Pierce Section-and 2,000 acres in the Monatee-Ruskin Section. The

total Florida acreage represents 6 vercent more than in 1948 and 49 percent more
than_the ten year acreage averagé, There were & Icw early fieids of tomatoes in”thHe

Ft. Picrce and Manatee-Ruskin Sections which survived the hurricane of August 26.

These fields came into production around Kovemher 1,. while the principal acreage,

that which was seeded or set after the storm, began .to vear the latter part of Nov-

ember, The Floride latc fall tomato deal was considered to be several yeeks later
than usual because of the storm., Fair to good weather conditions grevazled during
the growing season and the werm, drfy weather during the greater part of December was
especially beneficial to the crop. Heavy rains Christmas_weekend placed the Fi.Piercc

Section in a Bosxtion.of less‘1m¥q}tance by redueing yields. The atee-Ruskin Sec-

tion escaped heavy rains and during t first_half of January most 'of the good quals-’

ity stock was shisped from_ this areéa, In thé.Manatee-Ruskin Section f.o0,b, prices

for lugs, 6x5 on December 13 were at a _low_of $2.50-2,75. Prices began to_advance

only after the December rains put_the Pt. Pierce crop in the dbackground. Lugs, 6x6

in the Manatge~Ruskin Section on December 29 sold for %3.75-4. 0 and by the end of

the deal on Januar¥ 11, the rice on 6x6 had risen to $4.50-5.00, The establishment
of an f.o,b,. markg in the E%, jerce Section was found to be unadvisable rimarilg
becausc shippcrs therc used such a variety of containers that any sort of da bX ay
consistcney ©of any one container was impossible to_find., Feck week of the Fall deal

was December li-1¥ when 442 cars were moved by rail and another 283 carlot equiv-
alents by truck. _ :

Dade County is the main winter tomato groducing.area in Florida, However, some
tomatoes are ran in Browaid.Cqunt¥, relininary estimates of the South Florida
crop showed 13,000 intended .acres; This acreage ¥s 3.9 percent more than the 1949
crop and 10.5 percent moire than the _ton year acreage average. ExXccossive rains in

atc October and the fIF¥3t .part of November scverc ¥ damaged the newly glanted low-
land crop in Dade County and .much of this land had to be replanted. Again in latc
Decenber and earlK January, reins and hiéh winds took their tolls from both the
gstablished and the more recentlz rgplanted acreages. Even with these reversals the
Dade Coun?g shipfers felt .that tke gad the best tomato quality, size and yields '
that they had”in 3 or 4 years, The first of the tomatoes came from the pinelands
around January 15 and wore considered of only ordinary qualitﬁ. It was the last of
Januarg before any appreciable volume:began Yo Love fron the Dado area. Sh;gmqnts
began increasing materially during the first half of February flant maturity baving
beén pushed ahedd b{ warn weather, From February 13th to March 17th shipments by
rail and truck combined averaged 726 cars per week, Farly f.o.b. Prices on February
? for Dade County tomato stock in lugs was reported to be $5,00 on 6x6 and larger,
and $4.00«4.,75 on 6x7 'size, Theroafter f,o,b. grices declined slgwlg and on March
7th lugs werc selling for $3,25-3,50 on 6x6 an ‘larger size and ¢3.00 on 6x7 . at whicl
time t e¥ leveled off ond remained at this figure for the next several weeks., After
March 17th there were too few f,0.b, sanles for lugs to establish a market. In the
DanioeHallandale Scction some blight was present during the shipping period so most
shipments were rolled subject to price upon.arrival.

The spring tomato acreage wbich is planted mainly in the Ft,Pierce and Manatee-Ruski:
Sections was estimated at 18,000 acres, Of this number 6,600 acreg were planted
arqund Ft, Pierce and 3,800 acres in the Manatee-Ruskin Section. his crop represent:
10. porcent ¢ than in 1949 and 24 percent g thon the ten ¥ear acreage average.
The prevailing warm wenther in Jonuary ond early February permitted growers to set
out their plants several weeks earlier than wos customayy. Rain and cogl weather

in late Fegruury and March delayed maturity in both sccfions. The Ft. Piercc haryest
began around Marech 15th and a fair supgly- or fresh market got under way by the first
week in April. Growers there were troubled by blight infestation at the beginning

of their deal and therefore the average size ug until the first weck in Agri} was
nostly 6x7 and smaller. From that timc_on the blight cleared up and quality 1mgroved,
the average sizc,however, remained small, Tho Manatee-Ruskin harveost 'started the ..
last weoek of March_and a fair supﬁly condition was reached by the first weik in Agrz.
Quality wns generally good througholt the scason and only an’ occasional lod showe
scar injury §rom the ' early April winds which knocked these staiked plants about. Much
of the crop was of 6x7 size of larger, Peck movement for Florida tomatoes occurred
during the last two weecks of April and the first_wecek of May with an average weekly
movement by rail and truck of 723 ears. 4 general range on f.o.b, prices for the
Spring crop of good quality merchandise in lugs, wyopped and unwrapped, were +3.00-
4,50 for 6z6's and larger, and $2,00~4.00 for Bx71s, -

. ..55122%?& PQINT PRICES QF TQMAQOEE
The following prices.axe weekly ranges as reportcd on the daily Vegetable Report

%n% %rc on tomatoes in lug boxes, grcen, wrapped and unwrapped. Shipments are weekly
otals, \

.__.._EIIE“MANAIEE:BHSK5§,gEQIIQN._ELQ‘BL,SHIEEING_RQIIUL
Week i Fla,. Fla, B !
Ending ._..{ TRUCK | U,S. 6x6 and largen 6x7 7x7
1 1M . BA!!f
RSO AN IR A R - - -
CCe O, - - -
10} 123 65 206 .86 $3.00-3.75 $3,00+3.75 -
17 287 155 283 -25 ) 2.50«3,00 2e25«2,50 2.00
24 121 - 76 226 56 | 2425«3,00 200~2,75 1.25
e 3| BN HE 7| EEER | FRER | el
SN . . ° L 2 1) . “ZTe -
14 14 80 | 1182 8 4,50-5.,00 4.00v4.58 -
2l .26 42 147 . 0 ‘
28 73 51 196 0
Feb, 4 i 126 | -43 71 0
: 11 | 190 11 351 0
18 273 31 381 0
25 307 1 ° 7 398 0
Mar, 4 384 18 419 0
11 334 4 41%" 0
18 2€4 9 39 0
25 1 150 18 349 - 0
dpr. 1 i%? 32 382 11
8 | 161 38 395 87 :
15 167 71 489 124 . -
2815 138 3% | 3% 38 kot 1 B I M. 04 1 :
v ! i { 2 ‘e - ke . De . hd
_May 6 _{ 1863 ; lOO.g 417 _864 g.o%.3,75 1 2450=3.25 2,.25=2,50
DADE CQUNTY SECTION F OINT
Week ! .60 Lb. Ficld Crates C Lugs
Ending | Cr Crates Boturned)| _ T =5 575
; 6
Feb. 1017 : . T - = -
eb -;9 ) $3.75.415 1 3.25-4.00 - 2 \?2.50"3.25 $2050"2.75 1.75#2.8%
24 3.50-4.0 H .00-4. 00 - 2.75"3.00 2.25- P 5 1.75"2.
Mar. 3 3,50=4.00! 3,00<4,00 - 2.75-3.00 2.25-2.75 1.75-2.0C
10 3.25=3,50 ¢ 3.00 - 2.,50-~2.75 2,25-2¢5 1.75
17 3.50é 3:0 - 2.25"2050 l 29 0'"202 -
24 i - ! - ~ 2.75 2,5 1,78
Page 14,



HUCTION SALES FARMER'S MARKET-FLCRIDA CITY, FLORIDA

Florida

Belle Glade
Wednesday, ﬁay 17, 1950

-

g o» OOIONN WNOO OO OWLW R { N OONOWNO OOLOLUONOQVIHO O
o &0 5“7022 RN O MO 2%007525 OoNOoOOON™-OO NNOO
Lyort et e o0 0o ¢ ® o0 oo e e o @, I ERXX I noo-Ooo..o:-04
o O OO0 OOVOOO OHKN tNEORIID MM Y LD | OraHMHNNNND DU P) LM AT <H<RH )
ket N |O OO NN W [y [% ..-.AW- -&.-m.-m- n-nw_ i xn..w -nwnw$¢—- ¥ -m. -u.nwnw-.
o " ° e o a e 0.000* ogo = W [Te) wn wn WX w0 o0 % 1 wnumnw nL;
[ ] MONNN  INWON 80 . OO MNO0O B ° N=O O WLHOoOoWw o O MO N~
w --&nw& ﬂwnWmmmw [ <] E+ e e s s s e e e o0 . o e o ¢ . o0 00 00 e s e 00 ®» e 0000 o
-t g |© O 3 Herd NN NN Jrelarioday © MO~ tAMDIAACR  CQe=EPI<N T 4|
£ 3o AN OIOMOm gt o PN R . ~q Py IR
. e o 8 e XXXy -~ > - 7
o e~ et NIV 0 o f4 = O00O00W OomNnoOO NHO NN i oI OO Roleolelealeleolalele allilall o]
~ Q | ) o OO 0nNOO N v~y L, . - T NANS~SINNN OO WNOOOINOONNOT-O
12 E40 @ N . oo 000 s ® e o 0 . e e o ¢ 4 . ® e 00 00 0 @S0 o0 09 08800 00 o
: u IR I i TRy e Py R B I U e R A ks ey b
J IEEREY ] . : .-
o b 6o © BubSdAd dddd'd 'd &4 . © ddddid Y 1S dididdd AL
© MO . T O~ ann - [ToYTolVe Yo I o0 n Ouy . » ooonNn O IO NAINNNOO NOOLN
2 2 r RN AR ARSI R K KX XN TR R
. NN L32] ~ (Vo P <He ~4 <t M
O -r4 OOOOSOOOOSOW a R — . . . -
ONOOINT-NNNND | - . Lot 1O MO VOO =~ ON N NR~HO O OO O A_ai OO ON O N IFINNWONWE N OO W~
o ® e e 0 e 0000 a0 0lO [o ] (] LeLe] -3 -4 4 [} -t . N ~trd
u WD WHRNONNNNNH |0 ojon ad Fre 4 4 0 .
1B 3B3SASASS a4 e - s = BN o R =
- QOO N NMNONOO o w [e]e]ls] o] QOO 00N QOO O O CINLHO OOOO W
IR EEEEREEXEXR) oﬁ o 48 JOOOOOO0O OO0 Ot [ele] X o] ' 005657%0550170%2525123
OOt =t et et = QO (] S OS-N-ONN OOWNUN [<9] R -.oo-o.-o.o.o.ot..ooaoog
} 1] [&] ® e 000 00 e % 0 0 o g (2759 o o<ttt . - ] UD W) NN Ot MOEIIPIN YOI OO PP U< 0D
< b m W N4 IH MY PB <) Qrt J VIR R R - R NN NN xnw-nwm.-&&-au -,-m.-mnanwnw.
A . ] M0 1301313 nwnw-mnw. o ™~ Y Q [3 - [T} N O %5 _m@
m Q | - >l oleleolelelels) (o] b 71 o0 -+ 1] WNINOUNNNOON- O NS O W
%) [N =-_OUNNOWVEN OAONA~O d o e e o o [T o . 9 6 00 006 006060060 000 00 0s 008t e e ¥
UOOOOOOOOOOO (] o] ERAEEEELERXEREX - PP Q Q. (3 T Yo I T 1A P AN A T L3 IS T (S IS T P P o T 9V Ta b T o)
%00229150435 w nnu RO LD Ot 4 m121111 wu.M < %. o 5 ) ) )
e o a e 0 e v oo oacs 1> 0oQ = 1
OUNDFHIIIIH O IS} = ot L. [elele T, T,] mo & . 1 oosooososmm.bssoossoooos
‘ 11811111 m t1 ! -« O %4 QOownr-N ot . OOr-000NO™ &0 D000 N KA
ok QOQOINO QOO [ ] [4] O E4 e 60 00 042 ® ¢ 060606000 0000 093 00000000
o 55052045200..“ [ ] mm A“M 0 -.m S-OoWntIt 113 . Q nuv . 188 ' .M.“ ’ nv/a 364%433354%4%“.33&31%9“24% nuss_bdn.
@ 00 0 08 000000 =’ ° 111 1} L 2N Ng] ] 111 ] ! 118 ) .
IV~ O] 84 m s o * [7e] nw555n.~v =g : [} Q .555.&5&&050&&5&5_ - menwawnws
] m J 0 [T K] onNner-o . ¢ [/>] [ . o0 NOMNININNND-N O-HOO (Y
% H 2] < ord H e 0 0 00 a " ® 9 60 0 0 0000 0000 0.0-¢.90 0,0 oro
wnl. [} ord Lol B WOHEHNON Q> b .2 LSl ap 19 PR Ta [ Dav e Tor Tor Ta T o {o To S OO LIIE)
> 4 N H Qerdert 90 .ﬁ_m! — —t S 3 M "
1 ) - ~ S P Q : [ ] 7
o n ox g ! oo Bba ) g g9ss S wn oow D O q
o8, > o0 . oo ] o~ . 4O 9 o OO O - OO O O
Q) D e Q (IO O0000 OOCOVO0OD|0 ogd e o0 . [ o N . s o520 @ se G C e o0 e« &
@a ﬂ..:b 480 | ¢ «mOWWO OO AW 0w+ o W] oD _° 2 ) [*} 0! ™M OO <M I NN R 10 9
(0 OINWDCO IO et H 4 ) B AM OO e e 0006 o900+ e ldd (X M .&-&-.--.-.-“.-nnn-n-- d 4 K t8 1t 1s i & .-AWu -nw.
4 IO YO~ = XD <HHOI] Ry D = (] 1164340% J?Bnﬂgvm 2 Mcn..m [7e] m 50 . NO , . prd . 0 0555 [T} [Te] % o
S s 00 000 090 0 0 o 0 113 O~ - . - - 4 [ ouf S SSE o8 [ o (T}
PN LI NN RO U | 3 m H 0&&&&0 o&&&m ] [T e v o = Y. RIS ° ° ° s .
> 7L-] O PRUOAPRE OO MW O N K OHID 4 ‘A NN 9 N | (5
[ - Qo -3 e e e 0 000 oo 00 0 M g 8a Y3 4] <R
u‘“ %d & a 0~ LR O i 4 OR 233332“ 50 0 [, BT
oed o =4 n¥l.\. * 0 (2
OOOOOOWAOUWOO b — -} [} +3 M ul Lol prid URe~t H4
O NN~ M St =ope Qb € O} OD-OROWDWND-tIMI- LD - - O D ORI 3 @ A} N HOO I MO N N O OO OO N -1
cssssesesenebod O 0 MQodg dOdl LNNN PO W e N O ] BT - pgen o -
H nWGSA.Ju««-vaOﬂwA"Q-uJ ﬁ o Wo- w u b Fop o (04 -4 o+
> (=] (o] s o
cﬁw o&&&oo oOQO0O 1ad O . 0w 2 -
e leloleole olslolololalo] WW nAUa- — ..Mw Md [7/] u ° Cw
s a0 090 000000 Q . =
rirdrtrtrt et rtedrtrie ! > £t e O] M ANONHOOMNOOLNO (NN D-OP I~ D0 LI = N b4 Lo O] OONGOMH 00000000 MO OMNIPOOO
3 @ ﬁ%OOOOOO (e o]e olelal 30 w 3] AN A< QD RIS~ O M rm ' -
H Q0 o] NOOOOO MOOOWIOIH o g L &
38%1»0949555 v 20 » OO N0  NWONNOO| O — Pyt e B n [ 3]
QOO ND-NOM-- W04 3 S . O =00 LD 029405{ o+ T bt £ 1 * e -
O DN H o N HO<H e NIP O~ Dt o0 o o ord .
3 O ARN A NOGO - =t () o ~ 00 Gerdt QRO H et it AH IO N4 B (O AP O - OO PN S letem] 090 RO HOORID ROR-<H H<HO OO 1190
Q 3488mm0.v7544 “ M : f % nu_ n.m nm 115764422122547698524637“ m—..lnm * =<0 (RO QR OR NI M DI <P <UD DA< 1<
: ] ord Ty
o T o oogo : N it
B-MO-HMOD-H el @ D>y N0 OO W 174185.\0 oy L] DN MO YOO MNOD- MO H IO D~ <t A B <H 4 D LO =4 — N NMDONO W MO T-MON PO <H —H HHOW
AN O 4N Mn.... 0Nt M AN m M.._.m;uum Mn oN O NN et N 4NN .m : ML N ~NOM) AN A AR AN
M . . . >a M ° . . > r D . Merd .o . . . . o T et ° e . . - »
o 2 ) Ml ol b © m B b * ogd 3 odgl B o o " 4 M o3l b o g o H H >
odga o [ad OEoO @ A odf» q+ ¢ ot ot OO a [ (¢ 2y [»] ol oo a [ [ o] 3
= [ = < ==0 =< Bi1do [=M| =A » F = <% = IR = w P = < =

Page 15 .



£

TOMATOES
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- JOBBING PRICES OF FLORIDA TOMATOES IN TERMINAL MARKETS CONTINUED,
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